
Boneo Primary school teacher Sally Walsh has created a virtual orchestra of students from across  
the country, connectable at any time. 

Music Teacher Sally Walsh has 
won the 2011 Microsoft Partners in 
Learning Teacher Award for Victoria for 
her innovative use of technology in the 
classroom. 

Having no other music teachers to 
collaborate with at her small Mornington 
Peninsula school prompted Ms Walsh 
to create the Music Matters – reaching 
Out platform for music teachers to share 
best practice. She used virtual conference 
centre technology to share PowerPoint 
presentation slides with music teachers 
at other schools and encourage music 
technology experts to present online. 

Her web conference featured on the 
Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development’s Virtual 
Conference Centre, a facility that allows 
Victorian educators to participate in 
web conferences for online teaching and 
learning, professional development and 
meetings. 

“This was so easy, it gave me an idea: 
How about using live conferencing tech-
nology to connect students; not to swap 
ideas – to perform music,” says Ms 
Walsh. It wasn’t long before her Year 4, 
5 and 6 students were playing with  
others from across the world. 

“The idea of making music together  
without distance being a barrier is very  
powerful.” 
The Microsoft Partners in Learning 
Teacher of the Year Award recognises 
innovation in classroom teaching using 
ICT across Australian schools. It is part of 
Microsoft Australia’s Partners in Learning, 
a global initiative that is dedicated to 
enabling access to technology, supporting 
leadership and building community in 
Australian schools. 

undertaking web conference training 
and registering to run their own web 
conferences on the Virtual Conference 
Centre. 

Ms Walsh will go on to represent  
Victoria at the Microsoft Asia Pacific 
Partners in Learning Forum taking place 
in March 2012 where she’ll have the 
chance to be selected as the national 
winner, who will represent Australia at 
the Microsoft Partners in Learning 
Global Forum later that year. 

In May this year Ms Walsh invited students  
in other schools to join her music lessons 
through audio and video linkups in 
real time. She rehearsed each group of 
students in instrumental sections, using 
music scores embedded in PowerPoint 
presentation slides. Then she turned 
virtual conductor, and was able to get all 
the students to perform together. 
“My students were amazed they could 
create a virtual orchestra with students in 
other schools,” she adds. 

“Although I teach music in isolation in my 
classroom, my students and I can reach 
out to the world,” says Ms Walsh. “I now 
have colleagues from around the world to 
connect with and experts around the world 
to learn from. I am consistently challenged 
to try new ideas.” 

With web conferencing seen as a   
powerful way to connect, communicate 
and collaborate with others in real-time 
from anywhere with an internet connec-
tion, many Victorian educators are now 

Ms Walsh is also a Department-trained 
web conference coach, offering support for 
those teachers preparing to run their own 
conferences. All coaching occurs online, 
via online discussion forums, email and 
web conferences. 

                                       For more information on the Virtual Conference Centre, visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/researchinnovation/virtualconferencecentre/training.htm 
For more information on the Microsoft Partners in Learning Teacher Awards, visit 
www.microsoft.com.au 


